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A THIRD CRITIQUE ON THE PREFACES’VTO THE SHIH CHING
Kao Pao-kuang

The authorship of the Prefaces to the Shih Ching, The Book of Poetry, has been the subject
of dispute for more than a thousand years. A great number of scholars hold that the Prefaces
were written by Tzu Hsia, a disciple of Confucius, so even though the Prefaces were poorly
written, students of The Book of. Poetry still follow them so blindly that they miss the meanings
and virtues of the poems. In order to free people from idolizing the Prefaces, I have previously
written two articles discussing them. But recently, I have discovered that there are still scholars
who firmly believe that Tzu Hsia wrote the Prefaces. For fear that people will believe what they
have said, I write this third critique. This article can be summarized as follows:

1. It is utterly grundless and incredible for Cheng Hsuan to say that Tzu Hsia wrote the
Prefaces and that Mao Heng put them in front of each individual poem. ,

2. Ch'ien Ta-Hsin misled that the Prefaces were not written by Wei Hung. He explained that
Suma Hsing-ju whbo lIrired Crfore Wei Hung quoted from the Prefaces. Acuoltly, in theg
Prefaces, the author gscoted from one article of Suma Hsingju and Suma did not gecot ed
ang from the Prefaces, '

3. In ancient times, every slip of bamhoo used for writing did not necessarily have the sames
number of characters. Therefore, it is wrong for Wang Hsien-chien to deduce, from the
misconception that every slip was written with the same number of characters, the Preface
were written before the Western Han Dynasty,

4, Tseng Pu believed that Tzu Hsia wrote the Prefaces “on the ground of the followin

misconceptions: .

A. There was no mention of Wei Hung in Tsai Yung’s Tw Tuan when Tsai quoted from the
Prefaces to the Shih Ching. But Tseng did not know that Tsai quoted from Lu Shen
-pei’s edition of the Shik Ching, not from Mao Heng’s edition.

B. Tseng said that Wang Tzu-yuan, in his Sau Tzu Sheng Teh Lun, had quoted from the
Prefaces to Mao Heng’s edition of the Shih Ching., Wang lived before Wei Hung, so
Tseng concluded that the Prefaces were not written by Wei Hung. But he did not know
that Wang quoted frem Han Ying’s edition, not from Mao Heng’s edition.

C. Tseng said that if Wei Hung had written the Prefaces, Wei would not have quoted from
the Prefaces later ih one of his books. It is ridiculous for Tseng to say that Wei Hung
would not quote from his own writing.

I hope that my articles on the Prefaces will help students of the Shih Ching to realize that
it was Wei Hung, not Tzu Hsia, who wrote the Prefaces, Morcover, they should throw away

the Profaces, for there are a let of misinterpretations of the poems in them.
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